FREEDOM

On 8" May 1945, members of the District Committee of the Liberation Front of Celje-city, with the assistance
and mediation of the German industrialist from Celje, Max Adolf Westen, began negotiations to take over
authority in the city. These talks unfolded under dangerous circumstances, during general chaos and the
absence of governance. While the Germans were, in principle, willing to surrender, Ustase forces took control
of the Celje town hall and even arrested the partisan negotiators for a time. Although Germany officially
capitulated during the night of 8™ to 9™ May, which accelerated the withdrawal of enemy troops from Celje,
negotiations and discussions over surrender and disarmament continued throughout 9™ May at the town hall.
That evening, part of the headquarters of the 4™ Operational Zone and some members of the District
Committee of the Communist Party of Slovenia (KPS) arrived in the city. The following day, 10t May, a city
military command (‘komanda mesta’) was established. In the afternoon, the first Slovene partisan operational
units — members of the Kozjansko Detachment and the Slander, Zidansek, and Prekmurje Brigades — began to
arrive and march into Celje. That same day, the General Staff of the Yugoslav Army announced in its daily
command bulletin that Celje was liberated.

Despite the continued movement of enemy military and civilian columns through and around the city for
several days, 10" May 1945 can be considered the date marking the end of the German occupation and the
liberation of Celje. In the days that followed, conditions gradually stabilized enough for the new authorities —
emerging from the structures of the Liberation Front established during the war — to organize the first major
public celebration of liberation on 13" May. An enthusiastic crowd of civilians of all ages, along with soldiers,
gathered in front of the town hall, a symbol of municipal power. From its decorated balcony, the city’s military
and political leadership addressed the assembly, led by Martin Klancisar, the first secretary of the Celje-city
District Committee of the Liberation Front, and his successor, Emilija Gabrovec — Lenka, both of whom had
already played significant roles in the negotiations and transfer of power.

Fourteen days later, on Sunday, 27" May, a major public demonstration of the Celje district took place in the
city. From early morning, crowds from across the region began gathering in front of the town hall. Later, the
procession moved to the main venue in front of the railway station, where a ceremonial platform had been
erected, and a series of speeches were delivered.

The course of events was described in detail in the first issue of the Celje newspaper Nova pot, which also
enthusiastically reported on Marshal Tito’s first visit to Celje on 31 May 1945.
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